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[Pakistan:  The  nidus  for  global  polio
re-emergence?
In the  past  few  days,  two  new  cases  of  polio
(WPV1) were  reported  in  Pakistan  [1].  Thus  far  in
2014, of  171  polio  cases  reported  worldwide,  138
were reported  in  Pakistan  [1]. This  constitutes  a
sharp rise  in  the  number  of  polio  cases  reported  in
Pakistan;  only  22  cases  were  reported  in  Pakistan
last year  out  of  177  total  cases  reported  worldwide
[1].  This  rise  in  polio  cases  in  Pakistan  not  only  has
implications  for  Pakistan  but  also  poses  a  threat  to
the international  battle  against  polio.
According  to  a  recent  WHO  statement  issued
in August,  Pakistan  is  one  of  the  four  states
that is  exporting  wild  polio  virus,  and  the  virus
was reported  to  have  spread  from  Pakistan  to
Afghanistan  as  late  as  in  June,  2014  [2].  Of  note,
according  to  WHO,  the  most  recent  polio  case
in Afghanistan  was  linked  to  Pakistan  [1]. It  is
feared that  this  spread  can  sabotage  Afghanistan’s
progress against  polio  in  recent  years  [3].  Last  year,
genetic sequencing  of  agents  that  infected  people
in Syria,  which  had  remained  polio  free  from  1999
to 2013,  conﬁrmed  a  linkage  of  those  agents  to
the polio  strain  of  Pakistani  origin  found  in  sewage
waters in  Egypt  [4], Israel  and  Palestinian  territo-
ries. This  led  to  a  joint  resolution  by  all  countries
of the  WHO  Eastern  Mediterranean  Region  that
requests  Pakistan  to  take  measures  to  curb  the
international spread  of  its  polio  virus  [5].
Polio control  in  Pakistan  has  failed  for  a  variety
of reasons,  such  as  cultural,  religious  and  political
factors,  militancy  and  a  lack  of  trust  in  anti-polio
campaigns. In  Pakistan,  the  largest  burden  of  polio
cases is in  the  Khyber  Pakhtunkhwa  (KP)  and  the
tribal belt,  including  Waziristan.  While  a massive
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een launched  in  KP  and  the  rest  of the  tribal  belt,
hildren  in  North  Waziristan  have  not  been  vacci-
ated since  2012,  as  that  region  was  under  Taliban
ontrol until  recently  (June,  2014).  The  mass  of
efugees,  including  these  unvaccinated  children,
ho followed  the  military  operation  launched  a
ew months  back  from  Waziristan  poses  a  serious
hreat to  polio  control,  not  only  in  Pakistan,  but  in
fghanistan  and  elsewhere.
While  the  importance  of  strong  local  anti-
olio drives  can  never  be  over-emphasized,  it
ow seems  that  polio  control  can  only  be  effec-
ive if  an  international  multi-pronged  strategy  is
sed. This  strategy  should  have  a stronger  empha-
is on  concerted  efforts  involving  the  concerned
overnments, WHO,  funding  agencies  and  other
nternational  stakeholders.  This  should  particularly
ake  into  account  the  movement  of  refugees  across
nternational  borders.
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